REMARKS 



Claims 1-15 are pending. Claims 1-3 and 8-11 were rejected under 35 
USC §1 02(a) as being anticipated by Futaba 3PK. Claims 4-7 and 12-15 were 
rejected under 35 USC §1 03(a) as being unpatentable as obvious in view of 
Futaba 3PK. Independent claims 1, 5, and 13 are amended. For the reasons 
set forth below, Futaba 3PK does not anticipate nor render obvious the 
independent claims of the present invention. Futaba 3PK is the very 
conventional remote control meant to be replaced by the steering wheel of the 
present application. 

Independent claims 1 and 13 were amended to recite a steering wheel 
having a diameter at least as large as the height of an RC control unit adjacent 
to the wheel. Furthermore, claim 5 was amended to recite "a wheel having a 
diameter at least as large as the width of the RC control unit adjacent to the 
wheel". Futaba 3PK does not disclose a steering wheel having a diameter at 
least the height or the width of the RC control unit itself. Rather, the steering in 
Futaba 3PK is approximately the dimension of the relatively small handle. 
Increasing the diameter of the steering wheel beyond the height or width of the 
RC control unit is important for controllability. The steering wheel of the 
present invention must move through a larger arc length compared to the 
Futaba 3PK steering wheel in order to rotate the internal control unit the same 
distance. Accordingly, the present invention enables operators to make more 
precise steering adjustments and therefore provides a significant increase in 
the level of control over the remote device. Similar arc length rotations of the 
steering wheel in Futaba 3PK are more prone to cause inadvertent and 
undesired steering adjustments that cause control loss of the remote device. 
Thus, the size of the diameter of the steering wheel is critical to the mechanical 
controllability of the remote device. Modification of the steering wheel diameter 
in Futaba 3PK, therefore, is not merely an obvious design choice and any 
subsequent obviousness rejection thereto would be inappropriate. 
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Furthermore, Futaba 3PK only discloses a conventional remote control 
unit having an adjustable steering wheel. Page 51 of Futaba 3PK simply 
illustrates changing the steering wheel position and modifying the steering 
wheel for left handed use. A screw holds the steering wheel in relation to the 
controlling wheel unit. A wheel unit cover protects the wheel unit by separating 
the wheel unit from the steering wheel. The steering wheel, wheel unit cover, 
and wheel unit screw together to form the steering wheel assembly disclosed in 
Futaba 3PK. The Futaba 3PK steering wheel itself is the very device that the 
steering wheel of the present invention is adapted to replace. 

The steering wheel assembly in Futaba 3PK is not adapted to replace 
another rotatable control shaft-mounted finger dial of an RC control circuit. 
Rather, the Futaba 3PK steering wheel is only compatible with the three- 
channel radio control system disclosed therein. Moreover, the steering wheel 
does not include a coupler located on one side of the wheel for engaging the 
RC control unit. Instead, the Futaba 3PK steering wheel is attached to the 
wheel unit cover and wheel unit via one large screw. See diagram 1 and the 
"Steering Wheel" and corresponding "screw" on page 51. A flat side of the 
protruding wheel unit cylinder facingly mates a flat side of the steering wheel - 
there is no coupling. The steering wheel is held in place and operates the 
wheel unit via the screw. Additionally, nothing in Futaba 3PK suggests that the 
steering wheel is adapted for use with any other RC control unit offered by 
Futaba, much less as a replacement for another RC control unit manufactured 
by another company. Appropriately, the Futaba 3PK steering wheel lacks such 
a coupler and simply only screws into the wheel unit disclosed therein. 

Oppositely, the steering wheel of the present invention incorporates a 
coupler adapted to engage any one of a number of RC control units. The 
steering wheel of the present invention is capable of being adapted to more 
than just the Futaba 3PK RC control unit via the coupler. Contrarily, the Futaba 
3PK steering wheel, wheel unit cover, and wheel unit are not configured for nor 
adaptable to replace another rotatable control shaft-mounted finger dial of 
another RC control unit. Nothing in the Futaba 3PK manual, as cited in the 
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Office action, even remotely suggests that the steering wheel or steering wheel 
assembly is capable of being used as a replacement in another RC control unit. 
The basis of the present invention, as claimed in all independent claims 1 , 5, 8, 
and 13, is that the steering wheel includes a coupler on one side thereof to 
engage a rotatable control shaft to replace a factory manufactured steering 
wheel - including the very steering wheel in the Futaba 3PK reference. 

Hence, Futaba 3PK fails to disclose each and every claim limitation of 
independent claims 1, 5, 8, and 13 and therefore all pending claims 1-15 are in 
condition for allowance. A Notice of Allowability is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KELLY LOWRY & KELLEY, LLP 

/Scott W. Kelley/ 

Scott W. Kelley 
Registration No. 30,762 

SWK:cw 

6320 Canoga Avenue, Suite 1650 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
(818) 347-7900 
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